
Emergency managers, who oversee disaster contingency planning, public education,
and immediate response and recovery, are helping communities prepare for a hurricane
season—which begins June 1—that coincides with a global pandemic. Here are some
resources to help you stay safe and access the information you need:

A RESOURCE GUIDE FOR THE GULF COAST:

Where will additional shelters be
created? 
How will I know where they are and
when they open? 
What will COVID-19 screening at
shelters look like?  
Will there be public transportation?
How will evacuation protocols
change?
How do I apply for a FEMA grant if
my home was damaged? 
What are other grants/loans I can
access outside of FEMA?
What local disaster recovery groups
should I know about? 

3-day supply of water (1 gal. per person/day) and
non-perishable food; flashlight; portable radio
w/ batteries; phone charger; first aid kit; multi-
purpose tool; hand sanitizer/soap; personal
hygiene items; face masks;  gloves MS: https://www.msema.org/county-ema/

FL: https://bit.ly/2W7CuUP 
TX: https://tdem.texas.gov/field-response/
LA: https://gohsep.la.gov/ABOUT/STATE-REGIONS
AL: https://ema.alabama.gov/county-ema-directory/

 Hurricane preparedness during the COVID-19 pandemic

NUMBERS TO KEEP HANDY

FEMA Assistance: 1-800-621-3362
SAMHSA Disaster Distress: 1-800-985-5990
Red Cross: 1-800-733-2767
 

SUPPLIES TO HAVE READY

QUESTIONS TO
ASK OFFICIALS

Emergency manager directories by state:

Contact us: 
southerlymag.org/contact/

Read our work: 
southerlymag.org

Source: weather.gov/hurricane

The more we do now to
contain the spread of
COVID-19, the less of a dual
disaster that is.
 

" 

" —Jeff Schlegelmilch, National
Center for Disaster Preparedness

FEMA: https://www.ready.gov/hurricanes 
COVID-19: https://www.coronavirus.gov
Extreme weather trends: https://nca2018.globalchange.gov/chapter/19/
 
 
 

 ONLINE RESOURCES
Basic information:

Handbook for homes, business, farms: https://bit.ly/3b5iIyL
Info for renters: https://texashousers.net/
Info for those with special needs: https://bit.ly/3dhNK86
Info for undocumented immigrants: https://www.houstonimmigration.org/projects/drlc/
Some volunteering/donation opportunities: FL, MS, AL, LA, TX, Cajun Navy, Humane Society

Preparation and recovery:

Southerly is a nonprofit, independent media
organization that covers natural resources and

communities in the American South. 
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